St. John the Evangelist ~ Commemorated on May 21st
Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God. 1John 4:7
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 1 John 4:20
St. John taught about the love of God and Christ. He loved
Christ and was loved by Christ.
St. John and his brother St. James, were helping their father
Zebedee with the fishing when the Savior called them to follow Him and become fishers of men. They immediately left
everything to follow His heavenly teaching. As a disciple, St.
John spoke plainly and would rebuke those he felt were not
understanding and living a life according to Christ. For this he
and his brother St. James were called by the Lord “sons of
thunder” St. John was called the “beloved disciple” of Christ.
He was chosen by Christ as one of the three disciples to go
with Him to Mount Tabor where it was seen that Christ was
truly the Son of God. John looked upon the Divinity shining in
the body of Christ and heard the voice out of the cloud that
said: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased; listen
to Him” (Matthew 17:5). At the Last Supper, the Lord placed
him at His side, and St. John leaned on the breast of his beloved Master (John 13:23). When the Jews laid hold of Jesus,
St John followed Him into the palace of the high priest (John
18:15). He alone remained with the Virgin Mary at the foot of
the Cross when the Savior was crucified. Seeing St. John standing by, Christ said to His mother: “Woman,
behold your son!” and to St. John: “Behold your mother!” From that hour, St. John took the Virgin Mary
into his own home (John 19:27).
When the Resurrection of Christ was announced, John outran Peter and came first to the Tomb. It was
he who first stooped down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground (John 20:5-6). He saw Christ
after His Resurrection and, along with the other disciples was told to preach the Gospel throughout the
world. The Lord then breathed on them as a gift of the Holy Spirit (John 20:22). He was present also at
the Lord’s Ascension into heaven and received with the other disciples the Holy Spirit under the appearance of tongues of fire on the day of Pentecost (Acts 1-2). He remained the last of them all in Jerusalem,
in the company of the Virgin Mary, whom he served until the time of her falling asleep.
When St. John first went out to teach the truth of Jesus Christ. He was attacked by the people in Ephesus. The Emperor asked to meet with St. John. When St. John came he spoke the word Christ. The Emperor was so angry that he tried to burn St. John in a pot of burning oil. Just as in the story of the Three
Youths in the Flames, the oil did not burn St. John. Then the Emperor sent him away to the island of Patmos, hoping he would not be able to teach people being on an island. Instead all the people of Patmos
came to believe in Christ. It was in Patmos that St. John went up to the mountains and heard a voice saying: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).
This is the Gospel read on Pascha. It became very clear then that The Word was meant for all and not
just the Jews as it had been given to Moses. In Patmos, St. John wrote the Book of Revelations, this book

As the oldest living Apostle, St. John was asked to write down what he remembered about Christ. At this
time the other Gospels had all been written. St. John read those Gospels and then he wrote his own. His
Gospel is the shortest Gospel, contains information not found in other Gospels and is the most filled with
Christ’s teachings instead of just what happened. In his Gospel he tells us many times how we must love
each other first if we are to love God.
St. John was only one of the Apostles to not be martyred. He was over 100 years old when he died.
Icon Description
The icon shows the Apostle John in his later years, as the elder
“Theologian”. In his hands he holds the Gospel, with the words: “In
the beginning…” (John 1:1). To his left, an angel is shown whispering
the Gospel into John’s ear, yet the Apostle does not look to him, but
casts his eyes down in contemplation. The Saint’s right hand is raised
up, making the sign of the cross over his mouth, guarding it to make
sure he does not say something from his own imagination: the great
Evangelist is reduced to silence.
The inspiration for the image could be the words of St. John himself
when he writes: And there are also many other things which Jesus
did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that
even the world itself could not contain the books that should be
written. Amen. (John 21:25).
In some icons, St John is dictating his Gospel account to his young
disciple, Prochorus, who is writing the first phrase, “In the beginning was the Word”, on a papyrus scroll.
Evangelist Symbol for St. John ~ eagle. An eagle has very good eyesight and flies very high. St. John could see
and explain believes differently from others. This is why his Gospel is about the teachings of Christ.
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